
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head Boy and Head Girl 
With the start of a new academic year, I want to take the opportunity to introduce you to our Head 
Boy and Head Girl and their deputies.  The Head Boy for the academic year 2015/16 is Lewis 
Smith 11H and the Head Girl is Aniza Siddaqua 11G.  They are ably supported by their deputies 
Sarah Singleton 11E and Ore Olayinka 11E.  Lewis and Aniza have only been in their role for a 
week and they have already appeared on ITN news and spoken in front of several hundred people 
at our Open Evening.  All four of these students are a real credit to the school and I wish them luck 
in their new roles during the forthcoming year. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

Georgina on Strictly! 
Georgina Brown 10C has played drum for the Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet 
Corps for nearly a year.  On Friday 28th August she travelled to North Weald to 
film some scenes for the launch show of Strictly Come Dancing which was 
broadcasted on Saturday 5th September.  What a wonderful experience to be a 
part of! 
 

Miss Savva 
Head of Year 10 



Lucy Lombard 11D 
Many of you will have seen in the local press 
that Lucy won a prestigious talent competition 
during the Summer term.  Lucy has sung at a 
number of different school events and we are 
extremely proud of her achievements.   
 

Well done Lucy! 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

Platinum Students 
Last year 14 students across 
KS3 and KS4 achieved 
ñPlatinumò ranking in our 
reporting cycle.  This means 
that their mindset, behaviour 
and homework were judged 
to be excellent by the vast 
majority of their teachers.  

 

Mr Smith presented the students with 
platinum stars which can be worn on the 
collar and that give them privileges on the 
school site.   Well done! 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

Year 7 ï The Island 
On their first day at JRCS, the new Year 7 students participated in a day focused on developing 
essential learning skills that will help them become better learners. 
Two students from 7D have written about their experiences: 
 

What I thought about The Island session! 
I personally really enjoyed The Island session.  It made me think beyond what was expected and 
working in a group, that we all got along in, made it so much more fun.  It was almost a big debate 
about who should be allowed in the boat to be saved and who shouldnôt.  By working in a group I 
was able to expand on my reasons and opinions to do with the island.  When making the rules for 
what should happen while the five surviving victims were on the island, me and a few other 
members of the group were able combine all our smart ideas and make some really fantastic 
questions.  Also, the teacher who we were taught by really made the session easier by the 
explaining and a lot more fun by letting us really discuss about our task.  I hope to do something 
like that session again as it was really great. 
 

Mia Hurley 7D 
 

The Island 
My favourite part about The Island challenge was the English session because it was very 
psychological.  I was confident with my choice but upon questioning my peers I had decided to 
rearrange my list.  This exercise shows the power of our peers and their persuasion, this also 
shows the power of English.  I like challenging myself to test my boundaries and to push myself, 
this is why I liked the session. 
 

Rebecca Portbury 7D 
 

Mr Pointon 
Director of Learning ï Maths & Numeracy 



Alice Campbell 11B  
An update on Alice!  Alice Campbell, who is now in Year 11, will again be 
representing the Great Britain under 17 and under 20 fencing team in 
international competitions.  Alice is now first in the under 17 Great Britain 
rankings after gaining a gold last weekend at the Great Britain under 17 
selection event in Bristol. 
 

We are incredibly proud of her achievements and wish her the best of luck in 
her forthcoming competitions. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 
 

 
Rosie Dunn 12C 
Following on from Alice Campbellôs success in international fencing last 
week, I am delighted to announce that Rosie Dunn, who is in Year 12, has 
been selected to represent England in the World Karate Championships in 
Slovenia.  We all wish her the best of luck and look forward to hearing how 
she gets on. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

A great atmosphere at the second JRCS Clubs Fair 
For the second year running we held the JRCS Clubs Fair 
in Boothroyd Hall on Tuesday 22nd Thursday 24th 
September lunchtimes.  There was a real buzz around 
Boothroyd Hall with lots of great conversations taking place 
about engaging in some brilliant extra-curricular 
activities.  It was particularly good to welcome some 
students from Year 7 who are bidding to form a Film Club 
with Miss Butler, and also two new clubs from ICT, Girls 
Can Code, and JRCS Newsround, full details of these new 
ICT clubs can be found in this edition of The Seagull.  A 
huge thank you to all those who took part, especially to all 
the staff and students who gave up their lunchtimes to run 
stalls, and to the many students who visited the fair over 
the two days. 
 
Ms Montague  
OSHL Co-ordinator 
 

 



Anti-bullying Week  

From Monday 16th ï Friday 20th November 
JRCS joined hundreds of schools across 
the country in actively supporting Anti-
bullying Week.  We are totally committed to 
zero tolerance of bullying at JRCS.   
 
Once again our anti-bullying wristbands 
were sold in Main Street all week for £1. 
They are a visible symbol that we can all 
wear to show our rejection of all forms of 
bullying and intimidation.  There are five 
colours to choose from and students can 
wear as many bands as they wish during 
Anti-bullying week only. 
 
See Something. Say Something, our anti-bullying slogan, is for all students to feel that they are 
able to talk to someone if they see or hear anyone being the victim of bullying. Not to stand by and 
do nothing, either by standing and watching or just walking away.  Next time, donôt just walk by, 
turn away or ignore it; make sure you tell someone.  
 
United we can make a difference! 
 
Mrs Richardson 
Senior Lead Mentor 

Pride 
During November I had one of those weeks at JRCS 
where I was incredibly proud of many studentsô 
achievements and resilience.  It goes without saying 
that we are enormously proud of all the young people 
at JRCS who push themselves to be the best that 
they can.  It is our job to make sure that they have 
the opportunities to enable them to achieve their full 
potential.   
 
Congratulations to them all! 
 
Georgina Hart 10A won the 2015 Jack Petchey 
Outstanding Achievement Award ï Panathlonôs top 
individual honour.  Georgina collected her award 
from Paralympic swim champion Liz Johnson in a 
ceremony at the Olympic Suite in John Lewis 
Stratford City, having been selected from a shortlist of 
the yearôs most outstanding Panathletes. 
 
Also, Family winners Alexander Grain 7C and Logan 
Grain 8G were awarded the Gold Seagull in the same 
week. 
 
Mr Smith 
Headteacher 



Platinum and Gold Students 

 

We currently have 24 students in Years 7-11 (22 pictured above) who achieved a platinum or gold 
rank in the recent report cycle.  On Friday 20th November 2015 we held a reward breakfast for 
these students where we enjoyed croissants, hot chocolate and orange juice.  During that time we 
also presented our five platinum students (Lauren Tooze 10C, Shannon Still 10C, Sabrina 
Asrafova 10B, Niranjana Unni 11F and Abigail Hall 11F) with their lapel badges and their £50 
cheques.  Huge congratulations to all 24 students. Keep up the good work.  
 

Mr Smith  
Assistant Headteacher  

New Maths Block 
On Friday 20th November, we held the 
grand opening of our new £3 million Maths 
Block.  Councillor Evelyn Carpenter 
(Cabinet Member for Education and 
Schools LBBD) was our special guest for 
the afternoon and she unveiled the plaque 
to mark this important event.  Also present was Helen Jenner (Director 
of Childrenôs Services) as well as representatives from Barnes 
Construction, Bouygues, The London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham and the JRCS community.  I want to thank everybody 
involved in the planning, construction and fitting out of the new 
building.  It provides our young people with a fantastic learning 

environment which I know will inspire them to further improve their maths and numeracy skills. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

Debate Club presents the Staff Debate 

On Monday 23rd November, the JRCS Debate Club 
presented the first ever staff debate with the following 
motion:  This house believes the death penalty should be 
legalised.  Ms Pearson and Mr Smith opposed the motion 
and Mr McInerney and Ms Lynch argued for it.  The 
highlight was when comments and questions were asked 
from the floor and JRCS students made lots of very 
persuasive and thought-provoking statements.  In the end 
the Opposition won ï well done Ms Pearson and Mr Smith.   
 

JRCS Debate Club meets every Monday after school on the History corridor.  We are planning on 
entering some student teams into London-wide debates.  Please come and join us for a good 
argument!   
 

Ms Moody 
Maths Department 



Duke of Edinburgh Award news! 
Expedition success 
Many congratulations to all those who completed 
their silver and gold expeditions at the end of the 
Summer term and during the Summer break. 
 

Eleven Year 11 students completed their practice 
expedition on the South Downs and then travelled 
to the Isle of Wight during the last week of term to 
trek across the whole of the southern half of the 
island.  After some very heavy going through 
muddy fields during the second day, the groups 
finished in glorious sunshine, and enjoyed 
fantastic views at the end of the walk from the top 
of Tennyson Down.  A brilliant effort by everyone 
involved.  The students were: Elizabeth Olabode, 
Paula Stuomaite, Sabrina Shaikh, Gabriele 
Sartauskaite, Emily Vincent, Billy Cresswell, Billy 
Simson, Christian Webb, Demi Whitnell, Salvi 
Islam and Anjolaade Ogunwolu.  Commiserations 
to Vanessa Moreira who completed the practice 
expedition brilliantly but fell ill and was unable to 
complete the Isle of Wight expedition.  Hopefully 
she will be able to join another silver expedition 
before the end of the season.  
 

Many thanks also go to Mr Kilminster, Stephanie 
McCluskey and Mr Hargreaves without whom this 
trip would not have been possible.  Mr Hargreaves 
also did a fantastic job assessing the groups. 
 

The gold group completed their canoeing 
expedition on the River Wye below Hay.  They 
were very well organised and had organised their 
packing really efficiently.  They set out from Hay 
under cloudy skies and made the day one camp at 
Bycross Farm in good time.  On their arrival, they 
then had to haul all their kit up a steep bank in 
order to pitch their tent.  The next morning they 
negotiated Monnington Falls with skill and 
continued through Hereford.  On day three they 
camped in the picturesque town of Ross-on-Wye 
before the final day which unfortunately dawned 
very wet indeed!  Nonetheless, the girls paddled 
on through some very heavy showers, finishing in much quicker than expected time at Symonds 
Yat.   
 

Very well done to the intrepid team of paddlers, Katherine Pirie, Stephanie Taylor, Yinka Egbedeyi 
and Martyna Kortarska.  Thanks also go to Bill Lockton, our D of E volunteer, for his support 
throughout the week. 
 

Ms Montague  
D of E Manager 



Success for all on Bronze D of E training weekend 

On Friday and Saturday 16th and 17th October, eleven students and five staff took part in a training 
weekend for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award based at Danbury Outdoor Centre near 
Chelmsford.  The group did well pitching their tents in the gathering gloom and then cooked their 
own dinner, trying out various menus that they could rely on for their practice and qualifying 
expeditions, including sausage, beans and mash, curry and rice, spaghetti bolognaise and pasta 
with a stir in sauce. 
 

Following dinner and a briefing about their walk, the students roamed the campsite searching for 
wood for a camp fire and, with the help of some paper rubbish, soon had a fine blaze.  The group 
then tried to get to bed but not much sleeping was done! 
 

     
 

On day two the students walked a total of eight kilometres learning to navigate using an ordinance 
survey map.  I was particularly proud of Abigail Jacobs who managed to push herself along a large 
part of the route on rough ground using an adapted off road wheelchair.  I was also very 
impressed by the way in which the group supported each other throughout the weekend.  The 
students involved were: Georgina Hart, Lucy Payne, Matthew Norris and Daniel Odejide, all 10A, 
Abigail Jacobs 10B, Sabrina Asrafova and Reggie Ryan 10C, Jyotika Ahtty, Paris Tankard and 
Nathan Batt, all 10D and Alfie Lee 10F.  Finally, I would like to thank the fantastic staff from the D 
of E staff group who supported the weekend: Mr Murdock, Mr Hill, Mr Kilminster and Bill Lockton. 
 

Ms Montague 
D of E Manager 

 
On the 9th and 10th October 2015 the Bronze D of E group did their introduction Bronze trip in the 
Danbury area to prepare them for the practice expedition in May 2016.  All the staff were pleased 
with the progress that was made on Friday night, on preparing camp and cooking their evening 
meal.  The students completed a night exercise to prepare them for the next dayôs navigation and 
seven mile walk.  It was great to see some good teamwork going on.  We then prepared for the 
next day; the students had a play around their tents and a chat before bedding down for a good 
nightôs sleep. 
 

Through the night it was really warm; the students then understood the importance of putting up 
their tent correctly!  The next day we were up with the lark to prepare for the next leg of the 
expedition although the students were a little slow in breaking camp.  The first group set off and 
then 10 minutes later off went the second group then 3rd, and 4th.  Throughout the day the 
students made slow but good progress (they did learn from their mistakes!).   Overall, it was a 
great start which was good preparation for their next trip.  So well done to you all. Thank you to 
Ms Moody, Ms Smith, Mr Cocksworth, and Mr Stefano for your support this weekend. 
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The following students took part: 
Emilija Vanagaite, Jennifer Taborda Da Silva, Shanice Makili, Joshua Stuart-Evans,  
Jake Sanchez, Teri Keenan, Jodie Chesney, Demi Ogunti, Angela Omorer, Axel Adams,  
Alfie Patching, Yasmine Raji, Billy Tyler, Karolina Derlukiewicz, Hanan Abdulhamid, Lucy Whyte, 
Faith Barovbe, Faye Barker, Jamie Adekeye and Emma Davison. 
 
Mr Hargreaves and Mr Dignam  
D of E Team Leaders 

Year 10 GCSE Citizenship 

The GCSE specification Rights and responsibilities qualification content one explores areas 
surrounding checks and balances needed in relation to freedom of speech in the context of threats 
from extremism and terrorism.  Students spent two hours focusing on challenging extremism and 
radicalisation.  The first learning hour was spent on discussions, video clips and building studentsô 
knowledge and understanding.  In the second learning hour students applied their knowledge and 
were given a learning option choice which ranged from letters, scripts to posters.  
 

       
 

Ms Hector 
Head of PDE 



The Smarties Science Club 
Greetings fellow Scientists! 
We entered the fourth year of the 
international co-operation project with the 
Volcano Science Club from Gimnazjum no 
4 in Stargard Szczecinski, Poland.   
 

The theme for this year is "Chemistry - 
Science and fun". We are going to do 
loads of fun experiments and learn in 
detail why things occur. Visit our blog 
http://smartiesjrcs.blogspot.co.uk/ to follow 
our weekly adventures. 
 

As we said goodbye to the Year 9 students who are now in Year 10 and have to focus on their 
GCSE studies, we recruited some new members. 
 

Miss Ochwat 
Science Department 

Tomorrow's Engineers: New Energy Challenge 
 

 
 

50 of our Year 9 students took part in an exciting workshop which has been designed to 
encourage the next generation of Scientists and Engineers.  The students were able to develop 
their skills, knowledge and understanding in Science, especially in Physics.  The students worked 
with an engineer, Mr Nigel Moore, and looked at the following areas: 
 

¶ Our World, Your Future ï the effects of a growing world population; 

¶ Potential Energy ï the global energy mix including renewable and non-renewable energy; 

¶ Kinetic Energy ï building and testing a solar car;  

¶ Engineering Careers ï looking at what engineers do and the routes into engineering careers. 
 

Furthermore, JRCS is now a member of the Young Engineers Network and our students will be 
able to participate in more events like this one in the future. 
 

Miss Ochwat 
Science Department 

http://smartiesjrcs.blogspot.co.uk/

