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Colin Pond Scholarship Awards Ceremony 
On Wednesday 16th October I was delighted to 
attend The Colin Pond Scholarship Award 
Ceremony at the Broadway Theatre Barking.  
 

The ceremony celebrates the successes of our 
highest achieving GSCE students from Summer 
2019.  Students from across the borough 
attended this prestigious event, I was very proud 
to share in the success of the students pictured 
above, and this award is a testimony to all their 
hard work and commitment over the past five years. 
 

Congratulations to: Iretomiwa, Clare, Abigail and Maisie. Unfortunately Andreia was unable to 
attend. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 
 
JRCS joins Global Day of Action against Climate Change 
On Friday 20th September a group of students lead 
JRCS in Action Against Climate Change.  This was 
part of the International Global Climate Change 
demonstrations and these students joined millions 
of people in 188 countries around the world to raise 
awareness of the urgent need to take action to stop 
climate change.  At lunchtime the students dropped 
a banner over Buck Bridge and lead a chant ñSave 
the Planetò, then walked around school gathering 
like minded students worried about the planets 
future.  The students have now formed the JRCS 
Environmental Action Group and plan to organise 
other activities to raise awareness about Green Issues.  
 

Ms Lynch 
Second in SDD 



Carol Dwek Conference 
On Friday 6th September Castle Green hosted a 
conference focusing upon Growth Mindset which was led 
by the world renowned academic Carol Dwek. 
 

As part of the conference Mehnaz (Head Girl), Domas 
(Head Boy) and Jeremiah (Deputy Head Boy) spoke about 
their own personal journeys and the resilience they have 
had to show in the pursuit of their own goals.  They all 
spoke with great confidence and we are very proud of 
them! 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 

 
Youth Mental Health Summit 
On Thursday 10th October JRCS ran its 2nd annual Youth Mental Health Summit.  On World 
Mental Health awareness day we raised £1029.81 for the chosen charity of Young Minds.  A huge 
thank you goes out to everyone involved and to everyone who contributed to this amazing figure.  
 

Ms Boller 
Student Communications Manager 

Remembrance Day 
Our school community marked Remembrance Day with whole school assemblies 
delivered by Ms Pooley.  At just before 11:00am, Mr Jenner played the Last Post 
from Buck Bridge whilst the students and staff had an opportunity to reflect on lost 
lives during a period of silence.  Year 8 students took responsibility for selling 
poppies at break and proceeds will be sent to the Royal British Legion. 
 

A Year 8 student Kyran, wrote the poem below whilst 
reflecting during the period of silence: 
 

The days that have passed, 
The years that have gone, 
Still we remember those soldiers from beyond. 
Through terrible times of pain and strife,  
The ones who help our country and gave their lives. 
For two minutes we commend them. 
Remember them. Remember them.  
 

Ms Salih 
Assistant Headteacher     Above is a display from our school library. 

Well done Zack 
In November Zack received a Jack Petchey award from the Police Cadets 
under the Achievers category for his intelligence and for helping others when 
they find tasks difficult.  He also gets involved in all activities and has a 
friendly personality.  Zack is pictured above collecting his award from 
Superintendent Khan. 
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher
 



The Wellbeing Room 
Last academic year I had the great honour of winning the Jack Petchey 
Leadership Award and I was incredibly excited to see what kind of work I 
could do with the £750 that I received from the foundation.  After weeks of 
planning, months of spending and a few hours of putting it all togetheré I 
am pleased to announce that JRCS now has its very own Wellbeing Room.  
 

This room is designed to be used by all as a way of escaping the rush of the 
day and taking some time to be well.  The room contains hot drink making 
facilities, lights galore, a zen garden, board games, colouring and craft 
materials, fidget aids, yoga mats, books, play dough and more.  All of these 
activities are there to help us to prepare better for the challenges we face in 
our mental health.  
 

It is important to remember that we all have mental health, just as we have 
physical health, it can be good and bad.  Using time to focus on how to look 
after our mental health is equally as important as eating five pieces of fruit 
and veg a day.  So, if youôre paying a visit to JRCS, please donôt forget to 
take a look! 
 

Miss Draisey 
Head of Year 10 

Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales visits JRCS 
 

 
 

On Monday 25th November we were delighted to host a visit from the Lord Chief Justice of 
England and Wales, Lord Burnett of Maldon.  Lord Burnett was accompanied by three other 
judges who gave our students a unique insight into the world of law and the judicial system. 
 

It was fascinating to hear their career pathways and they actively encouraged our students to 
consider a career in law in the future. 
 

I would like to personally thank Mr James Wilkes, who is a member of our Governing Body, for 
arranging this visit and giving our students such a unique opportunity. 
 

       
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 



BAD Youth Forum 
Jessica and Koryn have both played a massive part in the BAD Youth Forum this year, attending 
sessions consistently, and contributing lots of ideas. 
 

They were part of Daggers against Racism Day at Dagenham and Redbridge Football Club, Koryn 
then went on to become a ball girl at the club.  
Both girls have contributed towards various consultations requested by Council officers, they were 
part of the Prince Harry visit to Youth Zone, Koryn spent six hours at a local foodbank with the 
group doing the stock taking, they have both attended the Youth Information Advisory Group 
meetings (YIAG) with the police to discuss local crime and issues, they have both contributed to a 
film outlining the need for PSHE to be taught at a much younger age, and expressing views on 
what topics they would like to be taught.  The film will be shown to Headteachers at a conference 
in the New Year. 
 

Finally, Jessica got elected by Forum members, as the Deputy member for the London Youth 
Assembly, to represent Barking and Dagenham, and she has attended meetings at City Hall. 
 

Ms Boller 
Student Communication Manager 

JRCS Environmental Action Group Activities 
On Thursday 28th November, JRCS Environmental Action 
Group joined students around the world by doing a week of 
activities to raise awareness about environmental issues. 
 

All week students campaigned on Main Street, collecting 
signatures to introduce a recycling scheme to the school 
and asking their peers and staff to make a pledge to change 
one thing in their lives to be greener. 
The zenith of the week was when students did a litter pick in 
the streets around the school.  Students were alarmed at 
how much litter there was and the realisation it would end 
up in the earthôs waterways and oceans.  They were 
particularly alarmed that some of the rubbish was from 
JRCS students! Whilst out and about, students received 
support from passing motorists who beeped their horns and 
gave the students an enthusiastic thumbs up.  
 

Well done to the EAG! 
 

Ms Hunt, Mr Kilminster and Ms Lynch 

Gold Seagull 
Congratulations to Keyra, Year 7.  Keyra is the 
first student to achieve the Gold Seagull this 
academic year. 
 

Well done Keyra!  
 

Mr Smith 
Headteacher 



Thank you Abigail and Sueda  
Former Jo Richardson students Abigail and Sueda returned 
from university for the day to run a pilot workshop with Year 
9s.  The workshop will be delivered at the Mental Health Well 
Being Summit, that we are proud to be hosting for a second 
time in October. Year 9 students were given the opportunity 
to share their thoughts about mental health and social media.  
 

Miss Mitchell 
Teacher of PDE & Social Studies 

Year 7 óIsland Dayô 
On Wednesday 4th September, our Year 7 students were 
based on óThe Islandô for the day. Throughout the day they 
worked in teams to overcome challenges, solve problems 
and make decisions.  They took part in a range of activities 
from building a signal tower in Maths to orienteering in PE.  
It was fantastic to see how well the students worked 
together and the feedback from all staff was overwhelmingly 
positive.  Each form tutor nominated one Year 7 student for 

their first LOC (Letter of Commendation) and we celebrated their success in the assembly at the 
end of the day.  The winners of these are listed below.  An amazing first day, Year 7, finished off 
with a óguard of honourô farewell from all of the JRCS staff! 
 

Summer, Nifemi, Kenzie, Shalom, Alfie McCarthy Higgins, Faye, Harry, Scarlett, Maryjane and 
Deborah. 
 

Mrs Morris 
Director of Learning (Maths) 

Life of a Year 7! ï by Nifemi 

Upstairs, downstairs, inside, outside.  
Homework piling up like a game of Jenga.  
Life in Year 6 was never this busy!  
In fact Year 7 is quite tricky.  
 

Math, Science, English, French  
Before Christmas, so many tests!  
Cramming, revising ï better yet memorizing  
All the sets, so much stress!  
 

Down the corridor, So many children!  
Bombarding you from every way  
ñExcuse me, Pardon! Sorry!ò  
Getting squished is quite a worry!  

HOWEVER!!  
 

There is laughter and lots of fun!  
Sitting with friends, having a smile  

Pointless pencil jokes, Tearable paper puns  
With all this stress I feel free.  

 

Funny, kind, smiley teachers  
I'm exaggerated for each day 

Year 7 may be tricky  
But I love school, friends, teachers, and all - 

either way.  
 



Year 8 Student of the Month: September 
Tyler was nominated as Year 8 Student of the Month for September.  He has 
shown dedication to our ACHIEVE agenda by engaging with all the 
opportunities presented to him by Miss Simpson and the Year 8 team, and 
developing his resilience so that he faces all challenges with enthusiasm, 
something that will stand him in good stead as a goalkeeper.  Tyler 
celebrated this award with a hot chocolate and a donut with Mr Rackstraw this 
week.  
 

Well done Tyler! 
 

Mr Rackstraw 
Assistant Headteacher 

Year 8 Student of the Month: October  
Lillie has been nominated as Year 8 Student of the Month for October.  She has 
shown dedication to the ACHIEVE agenda by engaging with the opportunity of 
the Dance arm to the Wings Academy.  Lillie has dedicated herself to improving 
her skills in dance, and this week she introduced a dance piece in assembly that 
she had co-devised. Lillie celebrated this award with a hot chocolate and donut 
with Mr Rackstraw this week.  Well done Lillie! 
 

Mr Rackstraw 
Assistant Headteacher 

Commando Joeôs at JRCS 
In October students from Year 9 took part in a 
nationwide research project looking into the 
importance of outdoor and adventurous 
activities in helping with students achievement.  
Nik Keast from Commando Joeôs was a guest 
with us all week and led the students through a 
whole series of personal development 
challenges which helped to develop the 
students communication skills, ability to work 
with others and their ability to develop 
themselves.  The week concluded with each 
group giving a presentation about the missions 
they had undertaken.  It was lovely to see students, who at the start of the week, were too shy to 
talk in front of the group then stood in front of the class with Ms Eastman, Ms Rowland and Ms 
Salih and proudly gave a wonderfully clear presentation.   
 

Congratulations to all of those involved:  Ryan, Bethanie, Saad, Harvey, Madison, Eden-Rose, 
Martynas, Mackenzie, Matthew, Ioannis, Ruby, Tyler, Charlie, Gift, Bradley, Thomas, Sidnie, 
Chloe, Reegan and Finlay. 
 



All those who completed at least four days of the project received an LOC for establishing 
resilience.  Well done to all, and I really hope that you can draw on some of the lessons learned on 
your return to the classroom this week.   
 

Finally, many thanks to Miss St Hill-Duhaney who also supported this project throughout the week. 
 

Ms Montague 
OSHL Co-ordinator 

Year 9 ACHIEVE Day 
The DT Department set up a very challenging task for the Year 9 students for their ACHIEVE day.  
Their task was to complete a structure of at least one metre tall using only 24 sheets of A3 paper 
along with ten nuts and bolts.  The students took to the task with great enthusiasm and 
determination. Teamwork was the key to succeed in this challenge which was evident across all 
teams that participated.  The students developed some problem solving skills along with an 
understanding of how to effectively work as a team.  Overall the challenge proved to be a very 
positive experience for all involved.  
 

             
 

          
 

         
 

Well done! 
 

Miss Dormer & Mr Massop 
DT Department 


