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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well. 
 
As we approach what would have been our half-term break at JRCS, I wanted to take 
the opportunity to share with you as much information as possible in relation to the 
current situation in school. 
 
The last two months have been the most challenging that many of us have faced in 
our lifetimes.  The effect of Covid-19 has been devastating for communities and 
individuals across the world.  The lockdown conditions imposed by the government in 
March have meant that our students’ lives have been changed significantly as they 
have been forced to cope with the limitations on their access to education and their 
social interaction.  At this point, I must say how impressed I have been with the 
resilience, creativity and positivity that so many JRCS students have shown in the face 
of these challenges.  I also know how difficult it has been for many of you dealing with 
all the hardship that the lockdown has brought upon our community. 
 
I’m sure that many of you have been following the regular updates and briefings in the 
media.  Obviously, the major point of discussion at the moment is the planned return 
to schools for selected year groups from Monday 1 June 2020.  Our primary schools 
are preparing to welcome back students from this date and secondary schools have 
been advised to work towards some form of “face to face” contact with Year 10 and 
Year 12 students from that date as well.  We are currently awaiting instruction about 
any proposed return to school for Years 7, 8 and 9. 
 
This planned return for some of our students raises significant concerns for many 
members of our school community.  I totally recognise the need to get students back 
into school as soon as possible.  We want JRCS to get back to normal so we can work 
with our students again.  However, as the Headteacher of this school, it is my 
responsibility to make sure that all members of my school feel safe and confident in 
returning after such an extended period of time.  I have to listen to all the voices from 
the JRCS community – parents, staff, students and governors. 
 
On this basis we are working closely with the Local Authority to ensure that any return 
to school is done in full consultation with all our stakeholders and following strict health 
and safety guidelines that are put in place to support and protect our staff and students. 
 
  



Therefore, we are waiting for more information from the government on the details of 
what our return to school might look like.  We are also working closely with both 
teaching and non-teaching union representatives to ensure that all staff are included 
in discussions. 
 
Finally, I would like to also give you, our parents and carers, the opportunity to 
contribute to this dialogue.  There is so much out there in the media and on social 
media platforms but it’s important that I give you the opportunity to put any questions 
and concerns to me as we work to find a way forward over the coming weeks.   
 
My email address is headteacher@jorichardson.org.uk.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Stay safe. 
 
All best wishes. 
 
 

 
 
G Smith  
Headteacher 
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