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— 2\ HEADTEACHER’S NEWS

Gold Seagull Winners
Congratulations to the Gold Seagull winners:

FIRST EVER QUADRUPLE GOLD SEAGULL
WINNERS!!!

Ariin Year 8 and Paul in Year 9 achieved our
first ever quadruple Gold Seagull award, they

Gold Seagull winners — Oluebube, Emmanuel, both had a special lunch with Ms Keane,
Ryan, Lily, Keilan, Sema, Hayden, Durga, congratulations! (pictured below).
Abiyah, Kaiona, Timothy and Evie in Year 7,
Honey in Year 9, Hala and Salwa in Year 10
(pictured above).

Double Gold Seagull winners — Chloe, Veda
and Habiba in Year 7 and Sabrina in Year 10
(pictured above).

Triple Gold Seagull winners — Britta and Habiba
in Year 7 (pictured above).

Gold Seagull winners — Daniella, Stephen,
Layallli, Julia, Cainan, Naeem and Melisa in
Year 7, Love, Olivia, Richy and Atene in Year 8,
Olivia in Year 9, Mattia, Emili, Alexia and Mia in
Year 10 (pictured below).

Double Gold Seagull winner — Victory in Year 9
(pictured below).

Gold Seagull winners — Anjolaoluwa, Mis,
Hope, Marcus, Waliyat, Jayden, Uke, Joshua,
Isla, Samuel, Adil, Amari, Bobby, Millie, Charlie,
Archie and Jacob in Year 7, Rosie, Chimaobi,
Mary, Ramaaz, Jessica, Isabella, Oluwanimilo
and Danny in Year 8, Bozhidar, Adam and
Mohammed in Year 9 (pictured below).

Double Gold Seagull winners — Amalia, Daniel,
Ernis and Ashanti in Year 7 (pictured below).
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Gold Seagull winners — Ellie-Mae, Summer-
Rose, Kai, Sienna, Mason, Peyton, Bilal and
Jumaymah in Year 7, Ariana in Year 8, Adriana,
Natalie, Eloise, Hella, Ryan and Lilly in Year 9
(pictured above on the right).

Double Gold Seagull winners — Diana and Zach
in Year 7 (pictured above on the right).

Triple Gold Seagull winner — Paul in Year 9 - P ‘
(pictured above on the right).



Gold Seagull winners — Izaan, Caiden,
Jackson, Cagiva and Yohan in Year 7, Numan,
Saba and Daniel-Dean in Year 8 and Joanna in
Year 9 (pictured below).

Double Gold Seagull winner — Mishall in year 9
(pictured below).

As we come to the end of another academic
year, | would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for your continued support and
partnership. It has been a year filled with hard
work, growth, and many proud moments across
our school community. We are incredibly proud
of our students’ achievements and the
resilience they have shown throughout the
year.

It has been a busy end of year with three
ACHIEVE day trips and a sports day. | hope
students have enjoyed these days and are
looking forward to our final ACHIEVE day on
Thursday. Please note students should be in
school uniform for the trips on Thursday. Can
you please also ensure students are not
wearing jewellery to school and that you check
the brochure for details of your child’s trip.

Arrangements for the last day of term

The last day of term, Friday 18™ July, will be a
non-school uniform day. Students are asked to
bring a £1.00 donation for charity if they wish to
be in non-school uniform. We ask that students
dress appropriately for school. Strictly no
pyjamas or nightwear, shorts and skirts should
be of an appropriate length, no hot pants or
crop tops or offensive or political slogans on T-
shirts. Students should not wear jewellery.
Students will be in lessons until 11.30am. We
will be serving food at break time and students
can use their free school meal allocation at this
time. Students will then have an extended tutor
period and be dismissed from school a year
group at a time between 11.40am and
12.00pm.

Return dates for September
o Monday 15t September: Staff INSET
Day (school closed to students)
o Tuesday 2" September: Year 7 only:
8.30am to 3.00pm
« Wednesday 3" September:

e Year 7: 8.30am to 1.30pm (break
service 11.00am to 11.30am,
lunch service 1.30pm to 2.00pm)

e Year 8: 8.30am to 10.30am (food
service 10.30am to 11.00am)

e Year9: 8.30am to 10.25am (food
service 10.30am to 11.00am)

e Year 10: 11.30am to 1.00pm
(food service 1.00pm to 1.30pm)

e Year 11: 11.30am to 1.00pm
(food service 1.00pm to 1.30pm)

e Year 13: 10.30am to 11.30am

o Thursday 4t September: 8.30am to
3.05pm - normal school day, school
photographs Year 7 and Year 10

« Friday 5™ September: Normal teaching
Years 7 to 11
Year 12: 8.30am to 10.30am

As we prepare for the new academic year,
please take note of the following important
reminders and updates:

Uniform Expectations

We are committed to maintaining high
standards, and this includes our school uniform.
Please ensure that your child returns in full
school uniform in September. Please remember
that jewellery is not permitted at JRCS so if
students have piercings they will be asked to
remove them. Therefore, if your child is
planning on getting a piercing over the summer,
then this should be done at the start of the



holidays so it has time to heal for September,
and any jewellery can be removed.

Full details of our uniform policy can be found
on the school website. If you require support
with uniform over the summer, please contact
the School Office before the end of term.

Mobile Phone Policy

From September 2025, mobile phones will be
banned in school and Castle Green reception.
Any phones seen or heard during the day will
be confiscated for 24 hours and will need to be
collected by a parent or carer. If a student
brings a phone into school a second time it may
be confiscated for 5 days. Please support us by
ensuring that students do not bring mobile
phones into school.

This borough-wide policy is being introduced to
support learning, reduce distractions, and
promote positive social interaction.

Punctuality

Please ensure your child is punctual and ready
to start the new term positively. The gates will
close at 8.30am from Thursday 4" September.
Please support us ensuring students arrive on
time for school. Any student arriving after
8.30am will receive a late mark.

On behalf of all the staff at JRCS, | wish you
and your families a restful and enjoyable
summer break. We look forward to welcoming
everyone back in September, refreshed and
ready for another successful year.

Warm regards

Ms Keane
Headteacher

Results Days Summer 2025

A-Level /L3 BTEC / CTEC
Results Days Summer 2025 (Year 12 & Year 13 Students)

Date Time Venue
Year 13 - 9am

Thursday 14" August Boothroyd Hall
Year 12 - 10am

GCSE/L1/L2 Vocational / L1/L2 BTEC
Results Days Summer 2025 (Year 11 students)

Date Time Venue

Boothroyd Hall

Thursday 21 August 10am-11am

External Holiday Clubs/Activities

At the end of The Seagull there are some
external Summer Holiday Clubs/Activities that
are being help by the Borough or external
providers. Please be aware these are not
linked to or run by The Jo Richardson

Community School; we are simply passing on
the information.

Year 12 'Changing Perspectives' workshop
with the UK Jewish Film Festival
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A group of Year 12 students have taken part in
a special workshop with the UK Jewish Film
Festival to enrich their understanding of what it
means to be Jewish. With a focus on promoting
British values, UK Jewish Film's Changing
Perspectives project educates about the
complexity of British Jewish identity, combats
antisemitism and celebrates tolerance.

Led by experienced educators and facilitators,
the short film-based workshops create a unique
opportunity for students to learn about Jewish
lived experience. Emira said this was 'incredibly
eye opening and engaging. They sparked
thoughtful discussions and gave us a deeper
understanding of culture, identity, and
storytelling through film.' The students engaged
thoughtfully, respectfully and asked great
questions - well done Year 12!

Ms Brookman
Teacher of Religious Studies

ACHIEVE



Leyton Orient signing
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An amazing year for Charlotte in Year 9 was
made complete when she went to an Arsenal
training session for talented players this month.

This follows her being scouted at a Summer
Camp (run with JRCS), signing for Leyton
Orient and attending England training. We can't
wait to see what next season has in store!

Mr Richards
Teacher of English

Year 10 Geographers take on Stratford!

:\ll

On Friday 13™ June, our Year 10 Geography
students ventured out to Stratford to complete
the fieldwork component of their paper 3 exam.

The focus of the day was to investigate whether
the regeneration of Stratford has been a
success and what better way to explore this
than through hands on research?

Equipped with clipboards and enthusiasm,
students carried out pedestrian counts and
gathered public opinions through
questionnaires. It was a great chance to apply
their classroom learning to the real world and
develop key skills in data collection.

The day was a real success, with students
collecting a wide range of useful data. They will
now be analysing their findings back in class,
using them to build knowledge and confidence
in preparation for next year's exam.

Well done to everyone who took part, a
fantastic day of geography in action!

Miss Ross
Second in Geography

Year 8 Science

Congratulations Dexter in Year 8 for an
amazing piece of homework!

What a brilliant model of the solar system.
Well done for going above and beyond!

Miss Oduro
Teacher of Science

A Level Art

On Tuesday 24" June the Sixth Form Art room
doors opened to family, friends and teachers to
celebrate the success of our A-level Art cohort.
It was great to see so many visitors, and the
students really enjoyed sharing their art journey
and celebrating their work!




There are also more images of their work on
the JRCS Insta page or, if you missed it, please
come up to art for another peek!

Thanks to Maya, Maya, Denise, Liza, and Meda
for their stunning work!

The Art department wishes them only the best
for their future careers!

Ms Franz
Teacher of Art

Textiles Club

| would like to start by thanking the students
that every week come down to DT and give
their 100% on what they do; your commitment
and dedication are impressive and very
inspiring.

Over the term we had a few new starters and it
has been wonderful to see the girls supporting
each other, demonstrating resilience and
resourcefulness, sharing tips and ideas.

| am extremely proud of all textiles students;
they all aspire to be their best and engage with
the opportunities and challenges new
techniques may bring, and it’s lovely to see how
confident and resilient they all have become.

You are a wonderful bunch to be around,
always keep up the good work.

Miss Mir
Teacher of Design Technology

VIP Vet Day: Year 12
Students Step Inside the
RVC

Two of our Year 12
students recently enjoyed
an exclusive VIP Day at
the Royal Veterinary
College (RVC), offering a fantastic insight into
the veterinary world.

The day included a comprehensive vet school
tour and a hands-on vet nurse session where
they practised positioning for X-rays and
bandaging different types of wounds. They also
participated in a vet session focused on
diagnosing and treating a simulated patient,
‘Bruno’.

The visit concluded with valuable application
support and pathways information from The
Royal Veterinary College, Nottingham and
Lancashire Universities, helping our students
plan their future in veterinary science.



This immersive experience was an excellent
opportunity for our aspiring vets to explore their
passion!

Ms Vincent
Careers & Pathways Coordinator

Transatlantic Slave Trade Enquiry Day

On 17t June, 29 of our Year 8 students were
rewarded with a history study day at the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

Linked to their studies of the trade, students
were able to look at primary sources showing
accounts and names of West Africans who had
been traded to the Americas. Students were
also able to explore the gallery linked to the
trade and discuss the historical implications of
the evidence that they saw and handled.
Students demonstrated the core values of

JRCS and showed exceptional knowledge and
understanding of the topic, whilst at the same

time understanding the sensitive nature of the

time period.

Mrs Green
KS3 History Co-ordinator

Advance Notice: Year 9 ACHIEVE Day
Thursday 23rd October 2025

As part of our ACHIEVE Day programme, we
will be offering our annual trip to visit Ypres and
the Western Front in Belgium. Letters will be
sent via MCAS to current Year 8 students with
all of the details; in previous years, the cost of
the trip has been around £85 per student but
this could go up or down depending on the

number of students who wish to attend. The
cost of the trip will be broken down into multiple
payments, but a deposit will likely be expected
before the end of the Summer term. If your
current Year 8 child is wishing to attend the trip
in October, can you please check their
passports are in date - passports need to be
valid for at least three months from the date of
travel.

Mrs Green
KS3 History Co-ordinator

Year 13 Final Farewell
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Year 13 completed a final farewell week after
completing their A levels and BTEC/CTEC
courses. Some had already been off for a few
weeks; others had a hectic final week of exams
— culminating with the final A level exam of
Chemistry paper 3 on Friday 20" June.

Monday 23 June saw many of the students
gather in their splendour for the annual Year 13
Leavers’ Boat Party.




The majority of students arrived at JRCS to
enjoy the journey to Temple Pier on two
traditional double decker buses. Once at the
pier we embarked the Golden Sunrise Boat to a
complimentary ‘Sunrise’ mocktail.

The evening saw conversation, amazing views
of London which changed as the sun set and
an ability to chill and reflect on the journey.
They indulged in the lovely buffet, went mad in
the photo booth and had Ms Keane up on the
dance floor (disappearing into a moshing

group!!).

It was one of the best boat party events we
have had — as they have been all year, the
students were amazing, lovely company,
courteous and full of fun.

The final group gathering, before results day,
saw many come back into school on the
Thursday for a game of rounders, the chance to
sit and chat (and not be told to get on with
work), to enjoy the sun and refresh with some
nibbles and ice-pops.

The year group have truly been inspirational in
their two year journey. They have worked hard,
overcome hurdles, pushed through times that
were tougher. They have looked after each
other and formed some lasting friendships.

| hope that results day brings them what they
deserve and that the future pathways are
fulfilling, full of fun and opportunity.

Miss Campbell
Deputy Director of Sixth Form

Annual Summer Concert

On Tuesday 15t July the music department held
our annual summer concert for students to
perform in front of their family and friends. All
involved did incredibly well and we are so proud
of the hard work they put into perfecting their
pieces. Congratulations to you all!
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Miss Cummings
Music Admin Assistant



A Year of Stories, Sharing, and Success in
the Library

As the academic year draws to a close, we're
celebrating a vibrant and inspiring year in the
school library, filled with books, creativity, and
community spirit.

KS3 Book Club: A Journey into the
Mysterious

Our KS3 Book Club met every Wednesday
afternoon, diving into a range of exciting reads.
The standout favourite this year was Hold Back
the Tide by Melinda Salisbury — a chilling and
atmospheric tale set in the remote Scottish
Highlands. The story follows Alva, a girl living
with a dark secret: her father is a murderer. But
as strange things begin to stir in the loch and
the village, Alva discovers that the real danger
may be far more ancient and terrifying than she
ever imagined.

KS4/5 and Staff Book Club: Powerful and
Provocative Reads

Older students and staff explored deeper
themes through two standout novels. The List
by Yomi Adegoke sparked powerful discussions
about online culture, privacy, and the impact of
social media. It follows Ola, a journalist whose
life is turned upside down when her fiancé’s
name appears on a viral list of alleged abusers
— a gripping and timely exploration of truth,
trust, and accountability.

We also read 10 Minutes, 38 Seconds in This
Strange World by Elif Shafak, a poignant and
lyrical novel that begins in the final moments of
a woman’s life. As her brain continues to
function for ten minutes and thirty-eight
seconds after death, she reflects on her life in
Istanbul and the friendships that gave her
strength. A moving tribute to memory,
resilience, and the power of human connection.

Readathon Success: Year 7’s Big Heart

In a heartwarming show of generosity, Year 7
students took part in a Readathon, raising over
£100 for a charity that provides books to
children in hospital for extended stays. A huge
thank you to everyone who participated and
supported this meaningful cause.

World Book Day: A Celebration of Stories
World Book Day was a tremendous success!
Staff dressed up as beloved book characters
and shared stories throughout the day, creating
a joyful and literary atmosphere across the
school. The highlight was a visit from acclaimed
author Caroline Green, who has written

numerous stories and novels for both children
and adults. She worked with 60 students from
Years 8 and 10, leading creative writing
workshops and sharing her insights into
storytelling. Caroline praised our students as
“among the nicest she had ever encountered”
— a wonderful compliment to our school
community.

Congratulations to the winners of our World
Book Day Competition, each receiving a £10
Amazon voucher:
e Year 7: Nero, Charlie, Britta, Ibrahim,
Skye, Oluyede
e Year 9: Favour

Looking Ahead: A New Chapter for the
Library

We’'re thrilled to announce that the library is
being refurbished and redecorated, and we
can’t wait to unveil the new space in the next
academic year. Expect a fresh, welcoming
environment designed to inspire reading,
learning, and creativity.

Here’s to another fantastic year of books and
beyond!

Miss Sumsion
Librarian and Reading Champion

A select group of
students were able to
enjoy an Animation Day
" With illustrator and
animator, Luke Newell.
The students animated
templates from Luke,
made their own
animations and used
pencil, pen, clay and
Lego to make animated
. frames as well as stop-
motion animation.

Ms Coulson-West, who
supported on the two-day
workshop, said "l am
having so much fun." Ms
Harland, Head of Media
Studies, said "l am very
impressed with all the
students; they showed
T such enthusiasm and
creativity.” Luke Newell has written books on
illustration, including "Rhinoceros Can't Draw,
But You Can!", he has worked for PlayStation



and illustrated books including the "Knights on
Bikes" series and "Poo Through the Ages".

Ms Hall arranged the workshop and the staff
involved on the day, as well as the students,
want to thank her and Luke for this fun, exciting
and learning-filled day.

Ms Harland
Head of Media Studies

Business -My Experience at HSBC Canary
Wharf

| recently visited the HSBC building in Canary
Wharf, and it was such an eye-opening
experience. We took part in loads of fun and
engaging activities that helped us learn more
about careers in banking.

One of the first tasks was writing love letters to
our favourite brands, which helped us
understand branding. We also worked through
a scenario where we had to give financial
advice to someone unsure about spending
wisely—it really showed how important financial
responsibility is.

My favourite part was when we had to pitch an
app idea like we were on Dragons’ Den. We
worked in teams, came up with creative ideas,
and got advice from specialist employees at
HSBC. It was fun, competitive, and made me
think more creatively.

We also got to speak to people from different
roles in the company, including a recent
graduate, which helped me see that banking
isn't just one type of job—it’'s way more varied
than | thought. Everyone was friendly and open
to our questions, which made the day feel
relaxed even though we were in a professional
setting.

As someone who isn’t sure what career to go
into, this experience really helped me think
about new possibilities. I'd definitely
recommend it to other students—it was
interesting, fun, and gave us a proper look into
the world of work." - Mia

Year 7 and 8 Borough Athletics
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Year 7 and 8 students represented Jo
Richardson Community School on 20" June at
the Barking and Dagenham Athletics Borough
competition. Lots of success and medals from
all the students, especially the Year 7 girls’
team who came 3™ overall.
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Year 9 and 10 Borough Athletics
Competition




Four gold, six silver and five bronze medals
won after a very successful day at the Year 9
and 10 Borough Athletics competition. All
students were amazing on an extremely hot
day and their behaviour was fantastic! Well
done to all those who took part.

Essex Athletics Championships
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Seven JRCS students were selected to
represent Barking and Dagenham in the Essex
Athletics Championships. All students did
extremely well with Michelle in Year 7 winning a
gold medal in 100m girls’ race.

Students involved were
Anacleto — Year 11
Noah — Year 10

Teddy - -Year 9
Michelle - Year 7

Ardit - Year 7

Estelle Year 7

Jona —Year 7

Miss Bevan
Teacher of PE

Year 9 Boys’ FootballTrials
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On Wednesday 9™ July, five of our Year 9 boys
took a trip to Bobby Moore Hub in Parsloes
Park to trial for the Barking and Dagenham
district team. The event was done in the form of



a five-a-side tournament between all of the
schools with both district and professional club
scouts in attendance to select the talented boys
they find.

After a long and strenuous tournament, the
boys impressed and won silver! Just missing
out on the gold by a margin.

Very proud of the boys for all their efforts and
commitment!

Well done boys!

Mr Sengulay-Thomas
Teacher of PE
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A FULL WEEK of Acting, Singing and Dance
for 5 - 16-year-olds

5 Days £149 | 3 Days £99 | Daily £35

Jo Richardson Community School Castle Green,
Gale Street, Dagenham RM9 4UN SCAN

WhatsApp or Call 07903 094 568 M E
Dagenhamefootlightstheatre.co.uk =




