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Gold Seagull Winners
Congratulations to the Gold Seagull winners:
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Michelle Year 8, Sophia and Desiree in Year 9
and Al-Amin in Year 10 (pictured above).
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Tiana Year 9 and Tamara and Dean in Year 10
(pictured above).
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Abigael and Dean in Year 10 (pictured on the
left).

Double Gold Seagull winner — Tamara Year 10
(pictured on the left).

Olivia Year 7 (pictured above), Ari, Isabella and
Emmanuella Year 9 (pictured above.

Double Gold Seagull winner — Ari Year 9 and
Al-Amin Year 10 (pictured above).
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Atene and Luceen Year 7, Habiba and Aima
Year 8, Annelise'and Oluwanimilo, Abdelrahim,
Mishall, Emma, Esther and Rosemary Year 10
(pictured above).

Double Gold Seagullwinner=Emmanuella Year
9/(pictured above).
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Triple Gold/:Seagull winner — Ari Year 9
(pictured above).

Congratulations to all our Gold Seagull winners
this half term. It's so good to see so many
students achieving this award and upholding
our school ACHIEVE values. A special
congratulations to Ari in Year 9, our Triple Gold
Seagull winner!

As Christmas approaches, we have lots of
events for the students. This week our BTEC
Year 12 students have been busy organising
the Christmas Fair and we have a Christmas
disco for Year 7 and 8 on Monday from 5.30pm
— 7.30pm.

On Tuesday we have Christmas dinner day.
We have offered all Year 7 and 8 a free
Christmas dinner on this day! Our Staff No
Talent Show is always a great way to finish a
busy term. Students in Year 7 - 10 should arrive
at school for 10.30am registration. A meal
service will be available from 10.00am -
10.30am on the day. We aim to dismiss
students 12.30pm — 1.00pm.

The new term starts on Monday 5™ January
2026 at the usual time! | would like to take this
opportunity to thank you all for your support and
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Ms Keane
Headteacher

Black History Month
- Special guest in Year 7!

Year 7 were treated to a special assembly
delivered by boxer Colin McMillan. The focus
for the week in Black History Month was sport,
and his visit was a wonderful opportunity for our
Year 7s to hear all about achieving:their
dreams through hard work and resilience.

Colin'started boxing ' when he attended a local
boxing-club in Dagenham at the age of 15 and
had a dream of being a World Champion. Colin

achieved the British Featherweight Champion
title twice and was crowned-Commonwealth
Featherweight Champion.

It was such a pleasureto have
him talk to the students and
answer their many questions.
We are fortunate!

Ms Draisey
Head of Year 7

Year 12 - UCL PEARL

In November two groups of Year 12 Physics
students attended a two-day competition at
UCL PEARL. The competition consisted of
designing a train carriage or a section of a train
station to make commuting less stressful.

The designs had a focus on people who are
partially sighted, have impaired hearing, have
neurodivergent conditions, pregnant women
and the elderly.

On the first day of the competition the groups
presented their ideas and developed their
designs that had got them shortlisted for the
competition. On the second day of the
competition the groups made a model of their
designs which they presented to the other
schools there.

Zoha
Year 12

Media Competition

At the end of last year,
Rody and Owen won a
competition for best film
pitch. As their reward,
they got to participate in a
project at Eastbrook
Studios led,by prodticer
Valeria Bullo'who
undertook'roles on big



budget studio feature films including Inception,
Mad Max: Fury Road and Maleficent.

The students were put in groups and assigned
roles to bring a script to screen starting with
blocking scripts before eventually filming. Rody
and Owen were assigned the task of running
things behind the scenes, such as managing
schedules, budget, production lines, set,
costume and filming. Their specific
responsibilities were atmosphere and props.

Rody and Owen were by far the youngest
students there. However, they led from the front
with maturity and poise bringing their
knowledge to the role with confidence. We were
very proud of them both and would like to
congratulate them on how well they conducted
themselves in this pressured environment.

Ms Harland Head of Media
Ms Branch Co-Head of Drama

Medal Winner!

Lucas in Year 7 has recently
won not one, but two,

medals for controlled fighting
in the Hwa Rang World Tang
Soo Do Federation Sparring.

This is a controlled fighting
competition where you
compete in a ring for points;
\ those with the most points
win. Lucas achieved second
place in the weapons round
where he used a long wooden stick.

The other competitors were tough and had
travelled to Nottingham, where the competition
was, from Wales, Scotland, Spain, Switzerland,
Germany, Belgium and many more countries!

We want to say a huge well done to Lucas for
this great achievement - keep up the discipline!

Ms Draisey
Head of Year 7

Fashion Alliance Trip Year 10

On Friday 14™ November the Year 10 GCSE
Art students had the privilege to take part in

workshops organised by the charity Fashion
Alliance at the V&A.

The day was organised into different workshops
and lectures; students had the opportunity. to
work with young fashion designers and
entrepreneurs.

We created 3D fashion
ideas, spun yarn, made our
own bio plastic and
keyrings, were given access
to the magnificent library at
the V&A and were able to

. take part in a Q&A with an
established sock brand
founder. The students loved
being amongst such a
wealth of stimuli and
inspiration. They were eager to ask questions
and keep the examples they produced.

Thank you to everybody who made the day
such a positive experience.

Ms Franz and Mr Hassan
Art Department

Year 13. We started with a brilliant trip to
Stubbers Adventure Centre to take our students
out of their comfort zone and do something fun
before the hard graft of working towards.exams
and coursework deadlines. The students were
outstanding - they jumped into all activities with
enthusiasm.. I heysgotithe chance to do rock-
climbing, barrel boating, archery and laser tag.



The students were highly_ complimented by all
the staff at Stubbers.

Students have also been busy applying for
university, with students selecting a variety of
courses far and wide, including considering
studying abroad. By the end of December, we
hope to have sent off all the applications and
wish them all the best getting their offers back.

Students have also been hugely successful
sitting their VIMA 1 exams which will support
them with their applications. They were a credit
to the school in the way that they managed
their exams with composure and diligence.
Behind the scenes, students have been doing
lots of different work experiences, courses and
open days to support them with their
preparations for life after Jo Richardson.

Year 13 also had the privilege of learning to
administer CPR and use a defibrillator. The
London Ambulance Service came into school
thanks to Ollie and his family who managed to
set everything up for the training. Ollie has
been in hospital a lot this year and is grateful to
the London Ambulance team who had to restart
his heart earlier this year. The team came in to
see Ollie and reunite with him which was a
special moment that Ollie shared with his
parents. You might have caught the news story
on BBC news!

Finally, Hallie and Mia attended their first
networking event with Herbert Smith Freehills
Kramer, a city law firm, who will be mentoring
the two.girls for the next five years: It was also
great to see former pupils Samuel, Reece and
Toni, . Who also got-to participate in this. scheme.
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Miss Duncan
Deputy Director of Sixth Form

Year 7 Theatre Trip
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The Year 7 students enjoyed a festive
performance of Jack and the Beanstalk at
Queens Theatre in Hornchurch, choreographed
by a very talented ex-student Shanice.

It was fantastic to see the year group
immersing themselves in the world of fairytale
and pointing out the features of pantomime that
they have been learning about in lesson.

It was a wholesome experience for everyone
involved and we feel ready to start the
Christmas countdown.
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A big thank you.from The Drama Department
for everyone's support in pulling this trip
together to give this wonderful experience to
our deserving students.

Miss Branch
Co-Head of Drama



Poetry in Performance.competition

Our Poetry in Performance competition was a
fantastic celebration of creativity and
performance. After winning last year, we
proudly hosted this year’s event and were
delighted to welcome our guest schools,
Riverside and Beauchamps. Congratulations to
our brilliant Year 7 and 8 solo and group
performers and to everyone who auditioned.

We were thrilled to win the Judges’ Choice
award, and we warmly congratulate Riverside
on taking the overall win and hosting next
year's competition.

Miss Willis and the Drama dept

London Called & Year 12 Answered!
ACHIEVE they did!

October ACHIEVE days saw Year 12 take to
the streets of London to find the popular tourist
spots, the JRCS staff and uncover the niche,
exciting alternative London.

Armed with a pack, tube maps, street maps and
an Oyster, the students met at Becontree
station on Thursday 23™ October in a
staggered start to complete their missions.
Their objective was to get evidence of visiting
as many of the key points of the checklist.
Several groups decided to head directly West
and experience the halls of Harrods, with the
suited doormen and the amazing food hall, after
which they plotted a route to cover as many hot
spots as possible before signing off at the
Tower of London.

Meanwhile others decided to start in the East
and caught Year 9 at the Tower of London
along with Mr Smith & Mr Hinchliffe, gaining
valuable “staff photo” points to their tally.
Groups touched base with Sixth Form staff at
Tate Modern, Trafalgar Square and, eventually
at the end of the day, back at The Tower tube
station.

Everypoint on the-list was_visited. Some
groups not only got to all points, but also fitted
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in Chinatown, Borough Market, Carnaby Street
and Graffiti Alley. They keenly snapped away
with their phones to create amazing evidence to
upload.

A number of groups extended their stay in
town, with parental permission, and took in
some eateries and extended tourist time. The
pictorial evidence submitted was fabulous and
showed an amazingly fun day, even with a few
showers, but some groups went beyond by
creating posters, PowerPoints, scrapbooks and
videos and, in one case, a mini “whodunnit”
film.

All students hopefully realised what an

opportunity awaits.themion the District Line, be

it'for a day out or eventually a commutefto

some of the bestibusinesses in the world for
their place of work.



| hope that' many will take the opportunity to
revisit time and time again to enjoy our capital
city and what it has to offer.

Miss S Campbell
Deputy Director of Sixth Form
Head of Year 12

Stalls with the MHST
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Our lovely Mental Health Support Team hav
been running a number of stalls to celebrate
significant events relating to mental health and
wellbeing. This has included a stall for Hello
Yellow and a stall for Movember, encouraging
young men and boys to talk about their mental
health too. Great work and many thanks to the
MHST!

Ms Draisey
Senior Mental Health and Wellbeing Lead'

ACHIEVE

A Memorable Visit from Kimba the Poet
‘ﬁ? = In November; our school
;“ih' 3‘ , was fortunate to welcome
‘ 2. the talented Kimba the
~ Poet for an inspiring day of
poetry workshops.
Students had the unique
opportunity to experience
live performances from
Kimba himself, whose
energy and creativity
captivated everyone in the room.

The workshops didn’t stop there—our students
rose to the challenge and shared their own
voices through poetry. Guided by Kimba's
expert tips and encouragement, they produced
some truly wonderful pieces, showcasing
imagination, emotion, and originality. The
atmosphere was electric as students performed
their work with confidence and pride. It was a
day filled with creativity, self-expression, and
joy. How lucky our students were to learn from
such an accomplished poet—and how much
they enjoyed every moment! This visit reminded
us all of the power of words and the importance
of celebrating our own stories.

Celebrating Our First Poet Laureate!

We are thrilled to announce that London in
Year 8 has been chosen as our school’s very
first Poet Laureate! This is an exciting and
prestigious role that celebrates creativity and
the power of words.

As Poet Laureate, London will share her
passion for poetry through bi-termly. poems,
reflecting on global and school events, as well
as issues that matter deeply to her:"Herwork
will inspire us all to thinkyfeel,,.and engage with
the world in‘'newand meaningful ways.



What Does a Poet Laureate'Do?
A Poet Laureate is someone chosen to
represent and celebrate poetry within a
community. Their role is to use poetry to
capture important moments, express ideas, and
inspire others. Traditionally, Poet Laureates
write poems about significant events, issues,
and themes that matter to people. In our school,
the Poet Laureate will:
e Write bi-termly poems on global and
school events.
« Share thoughts on topics she feels
strongly about.
« Encourage others to explore poetry as a
way of expressing themselves.

Congratulations to London on this incredible
achievement! We can’t wait to read and hear
her powerful words throughout the year.

Miss Sumsion
Librarian and Reading Champion

Big News! JRCS Ski Trip
Coming March 2027!

= % Get ready for an
”S?:A )5 unforgettable adventure on
> e the slopes!

Keep your eyes peeled for more details soon!
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